314                       Richelieu

Maecenas, and he desired that France should be
great in letters as well as in arms, but the authors
whom he preferred were for the most part second-
rate men. Even if his prot6g6s were not all geniuses
his rule helped to develop the writers who were to
become famous under his successor. The heroism
of his character, the vigour and determination
with which he ruled the State, furnished more stim-
ulus to literature than the criticism of his " five
poets."

If there were little value in the critical dicta which
Richelieu pronounced, there was an inspiration in
the era of which he was the central figure. It was
a time of intellectual activity; whatever were the
Cardinal's errors, there was an element of lofty am-
bition, of unwearied energy and dauntless courage,
which impressed the world. Great wars were waged,
great schemes were unfolded, great ambitions were
cherished; it was an era of unrest and high resolve,
in which an active and an artistic mind could find
inspiration. Moli&re, Pascal, Rochefoucauld, and
Retz were all young men during the administration
of the Cardinal. Corneille produced his greatest
plays while Richelieu was prime minister. Descartes
also did much of his work during Richelieu's life-
time, but his course was unaffected by the political
life of France. He left his country when a young
man and sought a peaceful refuge in Holland; the
subtile air of Paris, so he declared, inclined the brain
to vanity, and he abandoned it for cloud and fog.
The value of his metaphysical work is questioned by
those who doubt whether any metaphysicians have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